Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 298990 

44 

ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 

EB-07 COME-OO SCS-03 SCA-01 /069 R 

DRAFTED BY NE A/RA: EAP ADELFORD : LL 
APPROVED BY NEA/RA: SEPALMERJR 
NEA/ARP - MR. AHERNE 
PM/SAS - COL. FARNHAM (DRAFT) 

OSD/ISA - COL. FIFER 
PM/ISO - CAPT. PASZTALANIEC 
OSD/ISA - MAJ. GEN. BALDWIN 
OSD/GC - MR. HERO 
NEA/P - MR. VAN ORDER 
PM/ISO - COL. MASON 

- 100242 

PR 191503Z DEC 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
INFO USMTM SAUDI ARABIA 
CINCEUR 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 298990 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OCLR, MILI, SY, SA 

SI JBJECT:UTII JZATTON OF U.S. PERSONNEL IN SAUDI AIRLIFTS 
TO SYRIA 

REF: (A) USDAO JIDDA 0950 (B) USDAO JIDDA 0959 

1. DEPARTMENT AND DOD HAVE BEEN CONSIDERING IMPLICATIONS 
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AMERICAN CREW MEMBERS FROM LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION 
WERE FLYING SOME OF THE NORMAL AIRLIFT RUNS FROM RIYADH 
TO DAMASCUS IN SUPPORT OF THE SAUDI BRIGADE IN SYRIA. 

REFTEL A INDICATED THAT A RECENT FLIGHT LIFTED CONSIDERABLE 
MILITARY MATERIEL; THAT AIRLIFT HAD BEEN TERMINATED 
TEMPORARILY. POSSIBLY BECAUSE OF THE HAJ, BUT MIGHT BE 
RESUMED MID-DECEMBER. 

2. AS YOU KNOW THERE HAS BEEN CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST 
IN SAUDI TRAINING AND OTHER FLIGHTS TO SYRIA; IN 
PARTICULAR, SENATOR CASE RECENTLY INQUIRED ABOUT SAUDI 
MILITARY EXERCISE WHICH INVOLVED SAUDI F5'S FLYING INTO 
SYRIA. CASE ALSO PUBLICIZED PORTIONS OF DEPARTMENT’S 
UNCLASSIFIED RESPONSE. 

3. PARTICULARLY AS SAUDIS ARE MAKING NO EFFORT TO KEEP 
SUPPORT FLIGHTS TO SYRIA SECRET, PRESENCE OF AMERICAN 

CREW MEMBERS COULD BECOME PUBLIC, RESULTING IN INEVITABLE 
CRITICISM AIMED AT USG, SAG, LOCKHEED AND AT US MILITARY 
SALES PROGRAM TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

4. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY COMMENTS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON BEST WAY TO HANDLE MATTER WITH 
MINIMAL ADVERSE IMPACT ON OUR ONGOING RELATIONS WITH 
SAUDIS. KISSINGER 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 
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Executive Order: GS 
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Film Number: D750441-1133 
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ISecure: 1 
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